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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet 
Te run a-muck and tilt at all I meet. 
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I only wear it in a land of Heetors, 


Thieves, Supercargoes, Sharpers, and Directors. Pore. 
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SIR ROBERT WILSON’S SKETCH OF THE MILI. 
TARY ANDPOLITICAL POWER OF RUSSIA. 








Donger of England—the folly that produced it—the only remedy 
for its effects—the restoration of France to her proper rank in 
Europe—and the liberation of Napoleon. 


—_—_ -——_-- 


AN interesting work under this title has appeared from 
the pen of Sir Rosiext Wirson, the immortal deliverer of 


Lavaverre from the fangs of a vindictive usurpation, ‘The 
style of this produciion is energetic and perspicuous. Sir 


Robert details with the simplicity of a soldier, the facts 
which have fallen under his own observation—and the in- 
ferences that must result from their combination. The mi- 
nisterial writers are up in virulent hostility against Sir Ro. 
bert. And it is not surprising; for he has impaled their 
masters upon the spear of truth, and they are writhing in 
alithe agony of well-merited castigation. very fact re. 
lated, is an evidence against them of folly or fraud—of 
wickedness or weakness. And the consequences to be ap- 
prehended, are as alarming as the conduct which has laid 
the foundation for them is unaccountable. 

It will be remembered that one of the charges upon 
which the Editor of this paper was proceeded against to 
prosecation, was for having asserted that the ministers had 
not fulfilled any of their pledges, that they had deceived, 
and betrayed the nation. ‘This work of Sir Robert Wil- 
sun contains all the proofs of this charge, collected inte a 
focus, in which they may be perceived and read at one 
view, Sir Robert asserts the pledge of the happiness that 
would result from the overthrow of Napoleon has in no one 
instance been redeemed. He pertinently asks— 

“Where is that peace accompanied with the blessings of 
peace ? 
**What injuries have been redressed by a disinterested act of 
justice ? 
“What passions have been appeased by the generosity of 
power ? 
Madness alone could have ever been the dupe of the asser- 
tion that the ministers of England had really in view, or 
cared for, the happiness of the world. ‘They fought to pre. 
ferve their places and the emoluments of oilice, Frequent. 
ly desperate as their situations were, and often as prudence 
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would have paused in the contest, they proceeded to {m. 
molate thousands after thousands, and sacrifice millions 
after millions in the prosecution of their blind hatred of the 
MAN whose ambition they were too mean to emulate, buf 
whose crimes they seemed eager to surpass, Well has Sit 
Robert described them, He says :— 

*¢'The artist who in anger dashed his brush against the 
canvass, might as well have claimed merit for design and 
execution—the Athenian tanner might, with as much 
justice, have presumed to hang up his shield in the Tem- 
ple of Minerva, to commemorate the triumph at Pylus, 
as the British ministers arrogate to their councils and 
deliberations, the issue of the contest against France. 
They reeled to and fro, like drunken men, and having 
obtained a fortuitous success—a success which verified 
the philosophical maxim, that ‘ events often justify fool. 
ish conduct,’—they expected the same chance would 
also make them statesmen, and add § the goveruing mind’ 
to her gifts.”’ 

Such have been the men to whom the interests of Fagland 
have been committed; and it is not a matter of astonish. 
ment that in such hands they should have been lost, or bar. 
tered away for civilities, snuff boxes, and compliments to 
an affected statesman who had been more in character if he 
had exchanged places with his valet, 

The professed object to which the English ministers de. 
voted all the resources of the country was to remove the 
danger of one domineering rival, It way be rationally 
doubted whether the pre-eminence of England, or even its 
safety were really among the motives that induced a con. 
tinuance of the war. It is now certain that such mo. 
tives did not enter into the contemplation of the mi- 
nister who commenced the war. Mr. Pitt was ever 
thing but @ patriot; he was enterprising and able; but 
the interests of his country were never put in compe. 
tition with his love of place and power. ‘To them he 
sacrificed hts honour, aud his veracity ; and his country 
merged into himself and his dependants. H+ hated the 
liberty that began to blaze in France, because the light ex- 
posed and shamed the despotism by which alone he could 
be upheld. Ile declared against freedom an eternal hatred, 
and his incratitude paved the way for the reception of every 
other but meanness. It was however the anly. one in 
the catulocue of ministerial guilt that he left to be added 
by hits successors, Watiled and disgraced; had Mr, Pitt 
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Fived, he might have endeavoured to retrace his steps, and 
Jearnt that his situation was nut to be put in romeo 
with the welfare of millions, Wat the genius of France 
then prevailed. The republican impulse souk the thrones 
of Kurope to their centre, aud the bloodstained eminences 
of royal guilt seemed totte ring’ on the bsink of the abyss 
that should nave enguiphed and closed upon thei for ever. 
The conscience of the Pnglish minister could not sustain 
his reverses, In success no coinpunctious  visiung- 
could have reached him. He would have stood un- 
Shaken in ascaof blood, if it could have wafted to his fei 
the bleeding corse of gallic freedom, and been the prelude to 
the establishment of an unbridled despotism at home. But 
shame covered, aud scorn derided him : 

He seemed amidst his country’s silent gloom, 

The broken pillar of a mouldering done! 

His last appeal was in despair to the heaven that ke had 
outraged, to jook down upon the country he Lad wronged, 

and left in such a miserable and degenerated state, uhat 
nothing but omnipotence could relieve. 

His passing bell was the hatred of tie world. The tears 
sued at his funeral were for those that had been sacrificed 
to his guilt. The only beings who regretted a , were the 
ravens of the moral world that hovered over bis battles to 
rifle and to sirip the slain. Ilis death made but a trifling 
alteration in his system. In anevil hour his successors trod 
in his steps, and allagaiu was darkness. This system ope. 
rated like a whirlpool, whatever virtue came within ifs 
vortex sunk (o rise no more; and all talent was consecrated 
to the service of mischief. The universal philanthrophy 
of Fox could not resist its influcuce—the stern reserved 
integrity of Grey sunk beneath it. He became a noble- 
man—and bad company sullied the character that it could 
pnotstam. A mere compliance with the sysfem could not 
secure the ministers, Tt must be eagerly pursucd. Found. 
ed in avarice and despotism, it could only be couducted by 
the avaricious and the despotic. It admitted of no medium : 
and the disciples of Pitt were called to complete the de. 
struction which he had contemplated for the freedom and 
prosperity of the people. ‘Phey came like so many Phae- 
tons to mount the chariot ef the state; and the folly with 
which they have driven, equals the presum ption with which 
they assumed the lash, ‘They have not yet been precipitated 
from their seats, but the carriage is worn out. and the stecds 
hait miserably. Aiming to énjure, rather than to conquer 
France, the arrow has passed throu.h and fixed in the heart 
of England; and in the language of Sir Robert Wilson; 
** Russia protiting by the occasion, mounted to a higher 
© pinnacle than that rival ever reached while America 
“nourished by the war system, became a mival power, 
“ threatening to take herstation on the high seas, and theow 
‘a boom composed of her shins of war across the channel 
*S of communication with the Indies.” 

Such is the nature of our present condition as a state. 
We have exchanged an enemy whom we could have cop:d 
with, for one invulnerable to our arms. By cil pling 
France we have thrown down the barrier that should hay 
shielded the south of Europe from the inundation of th, 
north. ‘The Emperor of Russia stands ready to mount ‘si 
pedestal from which we have bribed the world to dislodge 





| the statue of Napoleon, With more caution, not with Jess 


enterprize, Alexander lias pat forth his pretensions to the 
eee of Kurope in the most ettectual manner—b 
dis splay ing a force dhat cannot bc attached, capable of mov. 
litg in any direction fo the accomplishinent of his views, 

This is the basis of argument taken by Sir Robert Wil. 
sou. Ft has been cavilled at by the ministerialists, but it 
cannot be shaken, ‘The facts he relate s,s the hufenbiees he 
draws, are judisputable: and the only reply that has beea 
made is, °** that Russia has none of the inte ntions which Sir 
Robert has attributed to her!’ Allow this to be true. and 
what follows: that Muropeis at peace, because Russia has 
no intention of disturbing tis reposc 2? That the balance 
of power exists, because Russia ts not now disposed to throw 
her sword into the scaie 2 ‘That Musland exists, because 
Russia has nef now any intention to terminate her eaist. 
ence? Sach are the conclusions that follow from the admis. 
sion of the best argument, that Russia is not NOT disposed 
to molestus! And it is on this tenure then that we have 
purchased a peace accompanied with all the miseries of war! 
it is fer this, that cur treasures have been poured forth, 
and that the blood of England has manured the four quarters 
of the globe! Is tt for this then that want and misery stalk 
over the prostrate laws. of the country, and a threatened 
despotism awaits us in this boasted sanctuary of Freedom ? 
That we may live at peace as long as Ritssia has no inten- 
tion of disturbing us!!! Us this the triumph of le sitimacy ? 
This, the ghotious prize for which we have been conte nding ? : 
That England may breathe during the good pleasure of the 
Autocrat of all the Rus-ias !!! 

In the rage for buyiag up coatitions and confederacies 
against Franee, every evil bas been overlooked. The devil 
might have been a party to the treaty of Piluitz, would he 
have promised a legion of imps to cndeavour to root out 
liberty and truth, T he friends of © pretestuat ascendancy” 
were eager to give the °° fi aternab hug”? even to the Pope 
provided he would excommunicate Napoleon; and profes. 
fonts of England were calculating on the ettects of the holy 
hatved that would pervade all the fréends of redigt-n in 
France against the man who had incurred the displeasure of 
the successor of St, Peter! 

The war of England against France had resolved itself 
intoa malignant hatred, that could be culy satished with 
the death of its victim. lt was alike to the agents of this 
hostility whether that death was produced by conquest, 
murder. or assassination, France must exist no longes, ‘Phis 
was the ministerial creed! and the voiaries of the state re- 
ligion adopted and enforced it to the very letter. Irance 
could neither be reeoguized as a constitutional monarchy, 
wearepullic, noras anempire, Tie déverty of France was 
dangerous to the rulers of this country, because its influenee 
might be contagious, The tyranny of France was dreaded 
lest if might overth row that system by force, which was in 
the other instance threatened # be superseded by example. 
Any power, therefore, that could be arrayed against France 
was cagerly sought, and extravagantly paid for exertions 
which it must ultimately have made at its own expences 
Removed from the danger of attack, the war carried on in 
the first instance by Russia against France, served only to 
form, to organize, and to discipline her armics, Steadily 


adhering to her state policy of advancing southwards, every 
treaty gave her not ouly an encrease of population, but 
brou cit ler nearer in contactwith the nations between whom 
nature scemed to have placed barriers that could never have 
becn remeved but by the absurd policy of England. A few 
short extracts will point out the ADVANTAGES which 
Russia has gained by a series of wars, which to every otier 
nation have been productive only of SIISERY and RUIN, 


‘When Alexander came to the throne, (hirty-siv md. 


*6 Jions of peoj le acknowledged his authority ; but at this 
& day by encrease and acquisition, there cannot be less 
than forlyetio millions av tie dowest calculation 5 and 
* not of Astatic homeless hordes, wandering in desarts, but 
“ chiefly of Europeans, situated in territories, whose mill- 
** tary and political value to Russia does not merely con- 
‘* sist in an augmentation of revenue, and ker number of 
** souls, but in contracting her line of cefence, and at th 
** same time aflording her powers of advance to postions, 
“¢ that mutt, if property occupied, secure her the con. 
mand of Murope, and of Asta!” 


In 1800 Sweden ** not only commanded, near fro ¢hirds 
‘of the northern coast of the Gulph of Finland, but 
‘ranged herself Zz view of, and at the distance of vot 
** more than thirty miles from the port of Leve/, situated 
‘- inthe province of Livonia, wrested from her by Peter 
the Great, and which she might always hope to re-occupy 
so long as she preserved such contiguity.” 

Now Russia has obtained Finland, and ** the ports of 10 
and Swealorg, which was the great naval establishment 
of the Swedes, on the Coast of Finland, and all the nu. 
merous islinds which cluster between ddand and the main 
‘fand, and which are inhabited by a rich and happy popu- 
‘Jation. The island of d/and is distant from the shore of 
Sweden ouly Geenty.four miles ; 
istands in advance of Stockholm, not above (Air/y,; aud 
net above seventy from Stockholm itself; while the in. 
fervening sea is frequently frozen, so (hat carriages may 
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** pass. ‘Ehus Russia has completely cuaAnaep her relative 
** postTioNn with respect to Sweden. Tustead of her former 
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vulnerable and humiliating defensive attitude, she not 
only menaces, but awes; and not only awes, but, from 
a variety of contingent circumstances, all favourable to 
her authority, sae commands.” 

“On t e Neemen her frontier remain, in sfatu quo for 
about one hundred miles; when it traverses the Memel 
or Niemen river, and running along Fast Prussia, strikes 
the Vistula near Thorn, from whence Dantzic is distant 
about twenty miles, and Berlin only one hundred and 
fwenty.’* 

*¢ The line then crosses the Vistula, and advances to 
Kalish, a point nearly equi distant from Daespen and 
Bertin :’? thence “it bends in an eastern course along 
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the district of Cracow,’ and * at this point, its distance 
c. Pot ° . . , 
from a third capital, Vienna, is again only one hundred 
2 | ; 


and sex uty miles.” 

This position is infinitely more dangerous to the repose of 
the world, than any ever occupied by Napoleon. He was 
always subject fo an attack. [lis enemies surrounded him 
on all sides, and nature presented a variety of barriers to his 
ambition, In whatever direction Napoleon migut move, he 
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points of vul. 
nothing but 
Ivussia, on 
Inve. 


leftin his rear and on his danks, ronumerable 
nevabie hostility. Te held nothing securely— 
France on wiich he could positively depend, 
the contrary. has nothing to Joss. She is indeed 
nerable te attack; and if il were possible to strike at 
any point with success, tt must be tinally abandoned, and 
would ingere the assailant more then the as. 
fear vo enemies. if unable to resist 

mounts seem (vo inferpose in her behalf, 
he inevitable 

bear re 


the atiemprt 
sailed*®, | Russia ean 
them herself, the cle 
clare that rutin aod discrace shall be 
result of any invasion of the empi.e of the Czars. 
her evideut advantage, and woula preve her most Incrative 
capture mere than she paity 
finement is the age 


and to cd: 


commerce. she could cold 


ler situation between civilization and rv 


of hardihoud combined with enterprize. Russia reseni bles 
af presont a giant suddenly awaked to a knowledge of bis 
powers, and cager to try the strength he feels. 


The next enquiry is, whether ary power can © sustain a 
sulleicnt to garrison a froutter, 
Northern @Cceean, avd the Caspian, as 


force whose noints 


Pap put are the 
i 


So weil asthe frouticrs of China, and Armenia; on whose 
‘S lines Swedes, Austrians, ‘Burks, and Persians, are are 
* rayed with feelings and interesis at war with (he power 
** that would enslave them?’ “To this question take the 
answer of adnan perfectly campetent to yadge, and whe 
fram) personal observation, is (he best qaalted te deter. 


5 rogtmme Fir. 
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ir Robert asserts that ** Russia, after] 
force, Wi h avillery, 


Dine, 
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° ly th 


te 


usand men of appropriate 

&c. in Fintand: efghty thousand on the frontier of Gal. 
: Pn) / 

thousand on 


* dicias szt’y fAousand iw Moldavia; dhirty 


6 the frontisr of Armenia, as many in Persia; and leav. 
"Sing areserve of one hundred thousand men to sustaim 
*¢ these armies, possesses stilla disposable force of above 
°S to hundred thousand infantry, eighty Grousand cavalry, 
‘and one (Aousand two hundred guns better borsed for 
** service than any artillery er cavalry in the world :—aa 
‘S army, than which, there is none more brave; and witk 
‘which vo other can march, starve, or sufier physical 
** privations, and uatural iaclemencics. She has mores 
“© overa population equal to the needed supply; and to @ 
** great portion of whom, the habits and sullerings of war 
‘* are familiar: while vo power in’ Furope can raise, 
** equip, or maintain their forces, with such disdain of 
‘© the price of bloud*.” 


Such is the power that Purope has exchanged for the 
power of Napoleon, at a price to Kugland of blood aad 
treasure that renders her altogether incapable of any further 
exertion, We have retired from the contest, without the 
meaus Of renewing it, and have only crushed one dangere 
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ened principally for the popular Hagtisl 


# As ourremarksare desi 


reader, we have omitted in the text tostate, that should the ambition 
of Resta wish to extend itself on the stde of Jurkey, that portion of 
the globe ts equally defcoceles, with Europe. The trouver of Russia 


is but two hundred and tifiv miles from Can luntinople by water, and 
three hundred by land. ** Thus here, acon the Swedish, Polish, and 
‘ Moldavian frontier, tuvulnerable bers If, she stan gd, to strike 
and to wound; to hurl her thunder over Asia, woenever her policy 
*f deems the moment expedient; her coutes of march to afl the 
* points which attract her, are vow butale marehes of afew days,”’ 

* The actual pay of a Ruosian soldier is not much above alfa 
crewoa Month, 
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ons authority to erect another infinitely more dangerous, 
and which we can neither resist with effect, nor sutter to 
remain with prudence, But it will be said that these re- 
sources, and this power of Russia are natural—that they 
were not created by our ministers, nor are they respou- 
sible for their existence, nor even the evils that may 
result from them to the Huropean world. But are they 
not responsible for the weakness that assisted in the 
developement of such an unknown strength? Are they 
not responsible for having contributed all in their 
power to the organization and combination of such enormous 
meaus of attack and defence? Are they not responsible fur 
the negligence that has suffered Russia to enter into the 
very heartof Europe; and that too under the pretence of 
punishing (he aggressions that she only wished to imitate ; 
and to chastise the ambition, that she herself was actually 
emulating by all possible means ? Are our ministers not re. 
sponsible for this? could they not have told the Russian 
Autocrat, aud induced other statss also to declare, that he 
should not seat himeclf ona mee dangerous throne than 
that which he had overthrown? Could they not ‘a aye done 
this? And had they notin their hands the means of compel. 
ling Alexander to adhere to his own professions of modera. 
flun, by opposing to his vecios the undiminished and undi-. 
vided power and integrity of France. Perhaps a Jit¢le 
mean personul hatred of Napoleon has been the grand 
causc of the quict establishment of a tyranny more dan- 
gerous than his own. There are men in this country who 
to gratify such an hatred, would sacrifice the world :—and 
to some such noble and magnanimous policy, France has 
been sacrificed, Napoleon has been cowardly insulted, and 
the safety of the Maropean world placed in the good keeping 
of the Russian Emperor. ‘That Emperor is said to have 
replicd, when asked what reason he could give for claiming 
the whole of Poland, that he had five hundred thousand 
redsons encamped there, And to ¢hese reasons on the part 


ef the deliverer of Europe, the enlightened congress of 


deliverers were obliged to submit, as perfectly convincing. 
Had a certain well-dressed Jord ventured toobserve that one 


‘reason could be placed on the throne of bance against 


such a@ measure, the autocrat might not have receded from 
his claams, but he must have withdrawn his army, 

[tis evident that FRaNcE ALONE is that power which 
should form the bulwark of resistance to the domination of 
Russia. france is the only power whose habits, population, 
and feclings, are ealculated to form any etfeetual check to 
ahe continued advances of Russia. A sense of common 
dauger from this source should unite France and England 
in a mutual league for general defence. But our ministers 
have interposed an effectual bar against such an alliance. 
hey have entailed upon England the efernal hatred of 
Prance. France can never forget or forgive the outrages 
which we have heaped upon her, in depriving her of the 
‘* chief of her choice ;”’ in persovally insulting him, and 
aggravating the misfortunes of war by cold and deliberate 
creelty,  Krance never can forgive us for binding her hand 
abd foot by mercenary foreigners to the rotten carcase of a 
monarchy which she despises; and mocking her sense of 
rrche by restoring all the folly, cracity, and infatuation 
waneb she had banished twice from her shores with indigna- 





tion and contempt. France will never forgive us the murder 
of heroes whom we could have saved with a word ; nor ever 
consider us in any other light than as ungenerous and vin. 
dictive enemies, and treacherous and deceitful friends. 
Kurope will join with France in her execrations, and the 
boasted fame of our country is lost for ever. If reputation 
be strength, thauks to the present administration, we are 
the weakest, the must contemptible vation of the universe, 
Nor have we the consolation of having sold our good tame, 
and grown rich by our infamy, With an infatuation never 
before contemplated, we have purchased ignominy at an 
expence never before paid for the highe ( renown. It is 
allowed by all the cavillers against the work of Sir Rosenr 
Witson, that England and France are the only powers 
that can ‘effectually resist the encroaches of Russia; but it 
is asserted that England and France are now at peace , and 
in alliance ; and that the denger otherwise to be apprehend. 
ed, is thus effectually checked. And the Times observes, 
** we do not hazard much in aMirming, that there are no tre 
*¢ Courts in Europe between whom a better understanding 
‘Coxists..? ‘To this most enguirers will assent; but if a 
time should arrive when it will be necessary for France 
and Iingland to move in concert, it will be discovered 
that, while the ‘* best understanding,” exists BK. 
TWEEN THE COURTS, that between the NA’TLONS 
there is neither good understanding nor good will. 
The French court and the English Court may, no doubt 
they do, understand each other very well. But the respec. 
tive nations are also beginning to UNDERSTAND 
THEM very well; and the similar materials of which they 
are composed, render it not unlikely that they will be as 
well appreciated in one country as in the other. The fact 
is, that the french nation has nothing in common with the 
French court. Ages must pass away, and gencration after 
generation sink into the grave, before theimbecile race of the 
Kourbons shall have imbibed the principles of liberty, jus- 
tice, and mercy ; and before the descendants of the revolu- 
tion shall forget the causes that produced it. *¢ Painful as 
‘¢ it is to reflect, that a war forthe restoration of the da. 
‘¢ dunce of power should have ended in the overthrow of all 
“ balance ; in the substitution of solid dominion for a moe 
‘s mentary authority; in a national supremacy, instead of 
*¢ the supremacy of one extraordinary man; subject to all 
‘¢ the vicissitudes of fortune, and the infirmities of huma- 
‘nity, it isnevertheless ¢rue; and so long as France és 
‘¢ not re-united to Europe, SO ‘long as she cannot be ren- 
** dered contributive to the gencral system of defence, 
‘every monarch and nation on the continent must owe 
** their existence to the forbearance of Alexander.’? HUvcre 
is a glorious result for ngland. Do our sapient minis. 
ters ever sit down to calculate the advantage of a twenty 
years war agaiust liberty, at the cost of a thousand mil- 
lions of debt and at the waste of half a million of lives, to 
establish the Emperor of Russia as the dictator of the Con- 
tinent, and advance that country forward at least a centu. 
ry in her views upon the subjugation of Europe at large? 
Is it possible to conte mplate such a siate of things, and not 
exclaim with Sir Robert, ** How greatly does that el 
** ccrong himself, who ‘with a natural benignity, and a g 

*nerons education. with endowments and acquiromeats emi. 
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< nently calculated to obtain public favor, and affection, 
¢¢ nevertheless lends his ear to EVIL COUNSELLORS, 
¢¢ and thus impairs his popularity, by permétling measures 
66 subversive of that constitution he would defend: and 
66 destructive of that national prosperity it is his interest 
‘as weil as disposition to promote.” 

These observations and extracts relate only to the scope 
of Sir Robert Wilson’s publication. Much that is curi- 
ous and valuabie is necessarily left entirely unnoticed. 
The history of the progression of Russia to her present 
commanding attitude—the detail of the events that led to 
the two abdications of Napoleon—the political aspect of 
Sweden, Prussia, Austria, and France—and the details 
hat connect the reasonings and inferences of the Author— 
are worthy of the most serious attention, If his warnings 
are neglected, (and neglected we pronounce they will be 
by the ministers) another lesson will be given to the world 
of the fatal consequences that result to nations when ** their 
66 Secretaries of State’? are ‘* the arbitrary gaolers of 
‘* their citizens ; and the sea is covered with an emigrant 
** population ilying from persecution and famine.”’ 
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Black Dwarf in London, to Mr, Cobbett at North Hamp. 
stead, Long Island, in the Untted States. 





Sir, 

You have been kind enough to notice my pigmy efforts 
with your approbation. I feel myself almost two inches 
higher by your commendation, Although I cannot agree 
precisely that you have taken the most “ patriotic,’’ as 
well as the most ** prudent’? course ; yet Ido not doubt 
the sincerity of vour patriotism, nor the extent of yonr 
prudence. When you left England, the horizon was dark, 
and the lingering lightning of revenge was just ready to 


Minds 


possessing only ordinary courage might. be expeeted to 


burst through the gathered clouds of despotism. 


look round for shelter, and safe anchorage, before their 
bark was dashed upon the rocks, which it appearcd impos. 
sible toshun, if the rude storm were braved 
You, Sir, have had 


portunitics of ascertaining the truth of this. 


But appear. 
ances are often deceitful, Many Ope 
And, really 
you should have knewn the present ministers a little better 
than to imagine them such tygerecats asto alarm vou, It 
was paying thom far too great a complimeni. It is true 
that when you knew them, they were only clerks, and por. 
ters. Their business then was to carry or to copy acts of 


Ve 1 Y » te > 7 7 . 
parliaments, not to make or break them. You might not 


have mi eee eae pou 
© much Opportunity of ascertaining their powers: o3 
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perhaps knowing they could do nothing good, you con. 
cluded they must be in mischief; and as madmen will 
sometimes surprise their Keepers, aud fools catch wise men 
by unanswerable questions, you might deem it wisest to 
be sure of being out of their clutches, to tease them at 
your leisure. By this time, however, you must be con- 
vinced that your fears were groundless; and that since 
your enemies and mine have been defeated by very unequat 
abilities, that your strength and influence would have 
Sir. to the af 


crushed them altogether, Return then, 


tack ef our opponents; and do not, deceived by di 


/ 


fance, attack those who have sincerely serccod o 
cause, and who are now actively engaged in ' 
important service. ‘Though an occasional coumun 
cation from you must do much good, and your opi. 


nions in our favour are always valuable, yet you must 
allow that they would be much more so, were youonthe 
spot, aud ready to adapt your talents to the present emer- 
gencies. We are deprived of your most powerful, and 
your most important atd, by your present residence in 


America. If we want éamediate advice, we cannot obtain 


it; and as the most urgent occasions are the least foreseen, 
we may be informed by you of an error when there remains 


On all 


promptitude is as necessary as in military affairs. 


no chance of amending it. political occasions 
An ad. 
vantage overlooked may never again be offered to our ac. 
ceptance, And what reason have you now to offer for re. 
maining ? WE have already measured our strength with the 
assailants of the constitutiow, and although they have tora 
that constitution from us, they have not reconciled the na. 
tion to its floss, nor do they find one sentiment in their 
favour, The votce of the mation being against them, tie 
unconstitutional authoritywith which they have armed them - 
selves, drops useless from their grasp. They are ashamed 
of themselves ; and but for that false pride which always 
accompanies bad actions, they would themselves come for- 
ward and resign the power which they caznet, which they 
dare not use! Do not therefore give them any longer reason 
assume lo 


to boast of a triumph which ts not thems, ‘they 


themselves the merit of having eatled you! They! the 
puny animals, who could not obtain a verdict agaist the 
meanest advocates of the constitution, as # ought to be! 
—they boast of having exiled you—the sturdiest champion 
of its ancient rights. For the sake of all consistency and 
honour, come back, and, without calling them ‘* fesuifs, 


liars. or fools,” prove them soat once, You cannot now fear 





re yt te 
= — 


> 2 == en 


oss Ss 
> =: 


- 


e+ lee 


; 
" 
A 
‘ 





538 


them, or their authority : you daew the lacs as they were: ( 
5 s 8 e : 


you will not break the dazsihat evght to be, and depend 
upon it, it will be now some time before they will again 
endeavour to eaforce the laws that ought not io be, It is 
confidently asserted that oldd Rose will read his recantation 
next session, and since the dog has been so rebellious, Lord 
Castlereagh thinks it prudent to agree to the claim of pard/a. 
mentary reform on the pact of the two-legged animals, lest 
he should next year be pestered with petitious from the 
four-legged creation. Economy is to be the order of the 


day. Every body is to be useful, and this will be reforma- 
tion, or rather revolution, with a vengeaice. Even the 
Prince Regent is qualifying himself tor Port. Admiral at 
Brighton, aud has already been at sea three days without 
being sick—il the Court circular may be credited. The first 


night the intelligence was received, that he would remain 


on board was prof credited; and the papers say tue Deach 


was guite covered with people waiting to see him return, 
Sut their curiosity was disappointed —the iegent remained 
half-seas over all night:—and, in consequence of the 
arrival of his servants with dressing-cases, &c, he was ena 
bled to prolong his voyage two days farther. ‘The Ameri- 
cans, of course, will sce the folly of building any more ships 
of war; and resign to us, without auy struggic, the undis- 
puted possession of the trident; for what rudeness would it 
be even to appear against an admiral of the Blood Royal. 
More wonders than these you will hear of shortly :—and 
so wonderful is the age becoming, that people talk of not 
paying taxes who are not represented ;—and the name of 
Hampden is getting very familiar to certain half-pay oflicers 
who pretend that their services are not properly rewarded. 
Toby, the sapient pig, has been suspected of intending to 
excite an ipourrection amongst the visitors of Bartholomew 
Fair; and a noble Secretary of Siate observed, that although 
there was no proof against him, it was very suspicious to 
ind any one so well-informed amongst the szdnish muliitude. 
It is not yet aseertained whetuer his caravan is in future to 
be placed under the surveillance of the police, or of the life 
until 


guards. All these things you are out of hearing, 


i hl } . . , } 
they are gone by; and Toby might be tricd and hanged 


before you could have any opportunity of proving that it is 


to 


not dangerous to society, nor very uncommon, for a pig 
be as wise as a minister of state ! 

We arein need of your assistance, however.,on more impor. 
tant occasions than ridiculing blockheads who call them. 


aclves, and ** by the courtesy of Lngland” are called secre. 
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taries, counsellors, lords, aud right humourables. We want 


| your vigorous pen, and exteusive knowledge of the human 


;iind to assist usin keeping the high ground we have ob. 


( 


| 





tained, At this moment how much [ regret that America 
‘heuld contain a champion of English liberty, at a time 
when if is just emerging fromits danger. ‘The good old 
vifcran and father of our cause, Major Cartwright, has 
again stepped forward to hurl his constitutional arrows at 
the fovgh but not impenetrable hide of corruption. Ue 
has discovered a mode by which we can constantly recruit 
eur quivers without danger, and empty them with eifect 
Your were communicalton of the invaluable mode of at. 
tacking by divisions of teenty, would be of incalculable 
advantage. And what might not result from yeur argu. 
ments in ifs favour? but we cannot even procure the inser. 
(ion of our plan in your paper. Your agent is bound only 
to énscrt what you send, and the time for action will elapse 
before you will have learnt that we are preparing for the 
attack. 

Again, Sir, at this moment, a party in the City are 
endeavouring to counteract the glorious example set last 
year that the routixr of custom was of no avail agaiust 


the RIGHT OF ELECTION. 


we might apply to you fora stimulus to re-act this year 


If you were at hand 


what was so nobly performed the last. We want you to 
impress on the LIVERY OF LONDON the necessity 
of being CONSISTENT above all things; and the folly 
of permitting any man attached to the system of corrup. 
tion, to wear the c/vic chains, and be seated in the cfvtc 
chair, ‘The man who was defeated last year will agaia 
put forth his routzne pretensions, and argue that those whe 
were silly enough to elect him for an Alderman, ought to 


How 
point out the absurdity of his 


be equally silly, and clect him for Lord Mayor. 


well could) you, Sir, 
claim; and tell such aman, that although he might influ. 
ence a district, it was a different circumstance to impose 
npow the whole of the metropolis: aod that, although it 
might not be very foolish to have a monkey chained in the 
cellar. that it would be simple indeed to turn him loose in 
You could tell them with effect that their 


That they have 


the kitchen, 
‘isk this year was easier than the last. 
only Smith to beat again, who was so shamcfully beat be- 
fore ; for Atkins cannot ask a poll, (and would not ob- 
tain many voters if he did) against his mintsterial brother, 
although he happens to be a little older on the list than 
Goodbehere, whom we must have for the guardianship of 


Our rights duriag the ensuing S“ssion, which, if corruption 


sIijes for the charge, will be the most arduous, and the 


eeaa 


most importance that has ever been. You, Sir, might most 


admirably martial the soldiers of reform in the retarn of 


Wood and city custom which 


CGoodbcehere, that an absurd 


gives the Aldermen the right of opposing the choice of 
the livery may be effectually defeated; and cither the pre. 


Goodbehere 
Put all 
Youare not at hand 
Relieve 


once 


sent Magistrate be returned a third time, or 


secured in the possession of the magisterial chair, 


this, Sir, must be done without you. 


to our wauts; although always near to our wishes 


us from tiiis unpleasant predicament, and enable us 


fo have recourse to vou ina our uccessities. 


mors 

As matters stand, you * doing those things that you ought 
“not to have done. and leaving undone those things 
‘that you vusht to have done: and there is no help in 
“you.’? Yousee how earnest fam for your return, for | 
am risking a prosecution for a parody, by expressing my 
sense of your present situation, You are atiacking some 
neglivences on the part of Sir F. Burdett; and do not see 
that youare rneelivent yourself of ald things; that is, ef all 
Sir Francis, you say, 
return, to England, 
ho. 


things that we wan you to perform, 
was sflent; but where are you? Return, 
Sir, It will look much better to see you attack the 
nourable baronct at home. Men differ a litde in their modes 
of performing things. You, Sir, thought the best way of 
serving Eugland was by re tiring to America. AM ay not Sir 
Francis think that he can serve the cause of reform more 
effectually by not pressing universal suifrage, to which he 
akouys objected, (Jess perhaps from a doubt of its propriety 
than its practicability)? Zagree with you that universal sut. 

frage is the PRENCEPLE upon which representation should 
be built: sand, for one, E will never abandon the DEMAND 
of UNLV MRSAL SUFFRAGE; but | cannot consider 
aay one as the enemy of reform merely because he dectines 
to press the point of universal suifrage, a@/one. ina place 
where he is sure it will only be derided ; and furnish the 
ministerial tools with a sarcastic grin at the beings whain 
they have made too miserable and too wretched to be en. 
trusted with any political rights. [Ifyou still think, iv7th 
me, that universal suffrage shouwdd be urged upon that house, 
by all and every reformer, retura to England, Sir; return, 
and let us together, instead of heaping abuse upon the head 
of any man for conscientiously differing from us, endeavour 
to convince him that he should be of our opinion by fudr 
argument, and not by censures that are undeserved, and 
personal allusions which must always be despised. 

Your friend and well-wisher 
The Brack Dwarr. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


mea 


Thrasybalus is respectfully informed that the Editor is not at 
liberty to accede to his proposal. 
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REPLY 


From a Sirloin to a Potatoe. 


I received yonr epistle, and thus mech can say, 
To avoid you / uever go out of my way *. 
Atour first introduction, b think L was found, 
Your superior in value by two-pence a pound: 
And thanks to the war that's so 2 fortously ended 
Lnow fiad my rank in the state is amended. 
Before that tanvd period, [very wet! know, 
To have me before you was quite ail the go; 
No matter what slation, no matter what dwelling, 
To SIV ift up Ty fumes was ¥er good smelling. 
And oft has the labouring man of a Sund: ay, 
With his brats so attacked we, I saw not the Monda iy. 
And oft has the libouring poor had regale, 
With a slice on his bread, _ acup of good ale, 
Now to all this, believe me, do not object, 
Provided I'm treated with proper respect, 
But off, to my sorrow, have paupers been seated 
Around me, and beggars deliciously treated. 
In short there was no class. so high or 80 low 
But what now and then of my rank made a show. 
Aad would you believe it, I've been on a table 
Whose owner to tind a white cloth was notable ; 
* No odds” said the clown, ‘as long as w'eve got 
Sirloin on the board, and a pudding in pot.” 
Now blessed 5@ fortune, no longer unkind ! 
1 look back on these days when the boor and the hind 
c hoose to carve meso roughly ; and laugh with delight, 

o know that if now they have me in their sight, 
T’s in their sight only; for if want make them wail 
me ny eaters “will give them a piece of ox tail, 

T pitied your fate | othe r day in the park 
Bat was not surprised, (since you grow in the dark) 
That the saptent magistrate thought he saw reason 
Por your fiying in air to be * constructive trcason!’ , 
Thos proving To all that areout of their station 
They had hetter-be minding their old occupation 
So my good friend Potato, if Sriend you must be, 
You had better return to your home d’ ye see! 
From Brazil, I think it ts said you was brought, 
‘To whence with your ancient formality fraught, 
Go and teach humble slaves on your flavour. to dine, 
Bat never think more to approach a SIRLOIN. 


**The the morning of the Spa-fields’ meeting, set off fur 
Brighton by a route differing from any he had previously taken. 


Regent, 





CROSS READINGS. 
a: oe 


Major Cartwright’s new mode of petitioning is considercd 
by the ministry—as a most cfiectual species of ratsbane. 


Wanted, astrong mule, of good habits, to carry—the 
ministry in the next session of parliament, 


Wanted to borrow, on good security—an eminent law. 
lord, equally respected for temper and integrity. 

The plan of Mr. Owen is considered as likely to super. 
cede—all the lunatic asylums. 
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Distinction belzseen the Government and the 
Constitution, 


eR 


Tt may be asked, how men whoare friends to a Government can be 
enemies at the same time to the constitution upon which that Goveru- 
mentis founded, but the answer will be easy, if we consider these (wo 
things; first, the true distinction so often confounded in writing, and 
always in conversation, between constitution and government. by con- 
Stitution we mean, whenever we speak With propriety and EXACIN CdS 5 
the assemblage of laws, institutions and customs, derived from certain 
fix’d principles ef reasun, directed to certain fix’d objects of public 
g00d, that compose the general system, ** according to which the com- 
munity hath agreed to be govern’d.”’ By government we mean whea- 
ever we speak in the same manner, that particular tenor of conduct, 
which a Chief Magistrate, and inferior Magistrates under his direction 
and influence, hold ip the administration of public affairs. We call it 
a good government when the execution of the laws, the observation of 
the institutions and customs, in short, the whole administration of pub- 
lic affairs is wisely pursued, and with a strict conformity to the princi- 
ples and objects of the constitution, We callita bad government, wie 
it is administered on other principles, and directed to other objects, 
either wickedly or weakly, either by obtaining new laws, which want 
this conformity, or by perverling or destroying old ones which had it; 
and when this is done without law, or in open violation of the laws, 
we teri it a ** tyrannical government,’’ and Cis is bringing it home to 
na trite case. Constitution is the rule, by which our Princes ought to 
govern, at alltimes; government is that, by which they actually do 
govern at any particular time. Ooe may remain immutable; the other 
may, aud as human nature is constituted, must vary, one is the Criterion 
by which we are to try the other ; and we havea right to do so, since 
if we are to live in subjection to the government of our King, our 
King ts to govern in ** subjection to the constitution ;” and the contor- 
mily, or nunconformity ot his government to it, ** prescribes the mea- 
sure Of our submission to him,’’ according to the principles of the revo- 
lution and of our present setuiement, and according to the ** oath, taken 
by the King at his coronation.”’ Another thing to be considered is this, 
when persons are spoken of as friends to the goveroment, and enemies 
to the constitution, the term friendship is vilely prostituted ; suca men 
are really incapable of friendship; for real friendship can never exist 
@mong those, who have banish'd virtue and truth; they have no affection 
to any but themselves ; no regard to any interest except their own; 
their sole attachments are to power and profit; they have con 
tracted a bond of infamy and guiltin the pursuit of these, an attach- 
meut toa’ standing army, suspended laws, and ahost of blood thirsty 
spies, (but thanks to the integrity of henest juries, we have escaped the 
snares of thelatter.) Such people as I have described, tricnds to the 
gevernment but enemies to the constitution, may bear the semblance of 
affection to their Prince and of zeal for his government; but they who 
ure false to the cause of their country, will vot be true to any ether; 
and the verysame minister,who exalts his masters throve on the ruin of 
the consitution, that he may govern without controul, or retire with- 
eutdanger, would do the reverse of this, if any turn of affairs ena- 
bled hin to compound in that manner, the better for himself, 

Undera prince tolerably honest or tolerably wise, such men as these 
would have no great sway 3 atleast they would vot hold it long. Such 
a prince would know, that to uvite himself with them is to disunite him- 
self from his people, and that he makes a poor bargain by preferring trick 
to policy, expecient to system, and a munirterial cabal to the nation, 
Reason and experience would teach him, that a Privce who docs so 
must govern weakly, igaominiously, and ** precariously 5 whilst he, 
who engages all tbe hearts, and employs al! the heads and hands of bis 
people, governs with siéngth, with splendour, and with sutety 5 and is 
sure of risng (oadegree of absolute power, by matutaming liberty, 
which the most successful tyrant could never.reach by inposing slavery, 

To eovern a soctety of freemen, by a constitution founded ou the 
eternal-rales of right reason, aud directed to promote the happiness of 
the whole and every iudividual, js the noblest preregative which cau 
belong to humanity ; aod if aman cap be said, without profaneness, to 


nitate God in any case, this is the case, But what can be said of a man 


Who is se far frog pramoting the happiness of others, that he makes hits 
own happiness tu consist in tie misery of others, whe governs by no rule 
but thatof his passions (** like the King of Spain”), who eudeavours io 
<orvupt tbe moocent, and (o enslave (he free; whose byieimess ts lo seduce 
Oc WOtras ; whose pleasure isto cemn, aud whose triwnph ts to torment, 
Odious and execrable as this character is, iis the character of * Flon,’ 
20d Ofevery Prince who makes use of bis power to subvert, or eveu to 
weakeu shag constitution, Which ought to be the sole cule of lis govern- 
ment. «When such a Prinee fills a throne with superior parts, liberty 
o> ip the wtmoest perth Nordeesthe danger diminish ta proportion, it 





he happens to want them, Such people (as friends to the government 
aud cneimies to the constitution) will be always at hand to supply his de. 
fects; for as they are the ‘* willing instruments” of a wicked Prince, 
they are the ready promoters of a weak oue, The friends to the cunsti- 
(ation ought, therefore, to be always on their guard against them, and 
Whatever disguise they assume, whatever veils they may cast over their 
conduct, they will never be able to deceive those long whe observe con. 
stantly the difference between constitution and government; and who 
have virtue enough to persevere in the cause of the former, in spite of 
persecution, Oppression, and imprisonment, 





a ale te 


THE OLD MAJOR’S NEW SCORE, 





When our borough TOM TITUMBS, tamely we pray, 
More freedom to taste, less taxes to pay, 

** Pelition us no petitions,” * they cry, 

** No grunting here, saucy swine of the stye ;’’¢ 
Then, as our forefathers (wice did before, 


We must with these bullies begina NEW SCORE. 


When Normans of old, long try’d to enslave 
The men of this land, as knowing as brave, 

In durance vile their stout champions to put, 
All their ** free customs’’f to tread under foot, 
Firmly the nation, its rights to restore, 


In Runing’s green meav§ began a NEW SCORE, 


And when the base Stuarts again tyranniz’d, 
Outraging all that a free people priz’d, 

Lad without right, with all statutes dispens’d,t 
The navon, at length, arous’d and imcens’d, 
Resisting, resolv’d to endure no more, 

Chose a new King, and began a NEW SCORE. 


So now for these THUMBS, these swaggering blades,& 
Seat-sellers, self-seller-, Jews of all trades, 

In their own filth rub their noses, and then 

Pack off the packers, and choose honest men ; 

The ¢éhird lime put down, corruption no more 

Shail elude, or shall brave, Freedom’s NEW SCORE! 





* See the tragedy notes to Tom Thumb the Great, act I. scene I. 


+ When a petition from Huddersfield, in Yorkshire, signed by ten or 
twelve thousand Englishmen claiming a right, was cavilled at as coming 
from LOW PEOPLE, net worth attention; Lord Milton die vouch for its 
having the siguature of one RESPECTABLE persun, Who, no doubt, hada 
vote fur lhe county. 


$ See Magna Charta of John, art. 15,16; and Petition of Right, 2d 
of Juve, 1628, art. 3. 


§ Here John signed Magna Charta, 15th June, 1915, 


f Treasons for which James the Second was expelled from the throne, 
by the very moderate reform, called the glorious revolution ; which, 
however left untouched * defective representation” — nest-egg of new 
corruptions, and of more thau Buuart tyraony, 


@ Be it never forgotten that in the session of 1817, these swaggering 
blades, atter kicking common sense out of their rules, and common 
decency outof their practice, and stoutly swearing that white was black. 
actually kicked out ot their common room many hundred petitions of 
right, as untit to be received by doers of wrong, and for this sapient rea- 
son, that the said petitions were printed, 


Gun ——— 
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